	XII C. Example of an incorrectly cited student paper

Sometimes, despite clear instructions, students do not follow proper citation format, with disastrous consequences for their grades. A Gilman teacher recently gave the following instructions for writing a 6-10-page research paper on. 

“Your paper will have both footnotes (or in-text citations) and a bibliography (or Works Cited).  You need to footnote anything that is not your own idea.  You also need to place quotation marks around any phrase or sentence that is NOT in your own words.” 

Unfortunately, one student did not follow these instructions. In the following passage from a paper about the Civil Rights movement, the student did give credit to an outside source for one specific fact.  However, the student also used several additional phrases from the same source without citing the source again in each instance and without using quotation marks. Because of these and numerous other instances of appropriating the source’s ideas or words without credit, the paper received an “F.”

An excerpt from the source (“Politics of the Mississippi Movement” by John Dittmer), with portions that later were plagiarized in the student’s paper underlined:


Organized in Vicksburg in 1918, by the early fifties the NAACP claimed 1600 members in 21 chapters….World War II had brought social and economic changes to the Magnolia State, along with a cadre of veterans who returned home fighting.  Small businessmen, farm owners, and the handful of black professionals, men like Amzie Moore, Aaron Henry, and Medgar Evers quickly rose to positions of community leadership….The strategy for desegregating public schools in Mississippi originated with the NAACP.

An excerpt from the plagiarized student paper (underlined sections are not the student’s own words and ideas, as comparison with the source shows):


The strategy for desegregating public schools in Mississippi originated with the NAACP. This group was organized in Vicksburg, Mississippi in 1918 (Dittmer 93).  It was primarily black World War II veterans who became the backbone of this organization.  World War II spurred social and economic changes for African American war veterans such as Amzie Moore and Medgar Evers, who quickly rose to positions of community leadership and control.  

One way the student could have written this passage correctly:

According to historian John Dittmer, “The strategy for desegregating public schools in Mississippi originated with the NAACP” (93). This group was organized in Vicksburg, Mississippi in 1918 (ibid.*).  It was primarily black World War II veterans who became the backbone of this organization.  World War II spurred “social and economic changes” (ibid.) for African American war veterans such as Amzie Moore and Medgar Evers, who “quickly rose to positions of community leadership” (ibid.) and control.  

*Ibid. means “from the same place” and is used when successive quotations come from the same page of the same source.

Remember:
Simply including a source in your Works Cited and/or citing it in the text does not relieve you of the obligation to:

1) use quotation marks around any important words or phrases (defined as several words in a row) that exist in the source, and 

2) cite the source again each time you use material that is not your own words and/or ideas.




