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I Early Industrialization

P e

Several factors help to explain why the Industrial Revolution began in Great
Britain. Thart country had an abundant labor supply, large deposits of coal and
iron ore, and capital available for investing in new industries. A large domestic
middle class and overseas colonies provided markets for manufactured-goods.
Colonies were also a source for raw materials, particularly corton for the textile in-
dustry. The Scientific Revolution and an enthusiasm for engineering fostered a
spirit of curiosity and inventiveness. Britain had enterprising and daring entrepre-
neurs who organized new businesses and discovered new mechods of production.

Edward Baines
BRITAIN’S INDUSTRIAL ADVANTAGES

AND THE FACTORY SYSTEM

In 1835, Edward Baines (1800-1890), an early stndent of industrialization,
wrote The History of the Cotton Manufacture in Great Britain—about one of the
leading industries in the early days of the Industrial Revolution. In the passages
that follow, Baines discusses the reasons for Britain’s induserial transformation

and the advantages of the factory system.

... fur-

Three things may be regarded as of primary
importance for the successful prosecution of
manufactures, namely, water-power, fuel, and
iron. Wherever these exist in combination, and
where they are abundane and cheap, machinery
may be manufactured and put in motion at
small cost; and most of the processes of making
and finishing cloth, whether chemical or me-
chanical, depending, as they do, mainly on the
two great agents of water and heat, may like-
wise be performed with advantage.

... A great number of streams
nish warer-power adequate to turn many hun-
dred mills: they afford the element of water,
indispensable for scouring, bleaching, print-
ing, dyeing, and other processes of manufacture;
and when collected in their larger channels, or
employed to feed canals, they supply 2 superior
iniand navigation, so important for the transit
of raw materials and merchandise.

Not less important for manufactures than
the copious supply of good water, is the great



abundance of coal. ... This mineral fuel ani-
mates the thousand arms of the steam-engine,
and furnishes the most powerful agent in all
chemical and mechanical operations.

In mentioning the advantages which Lan-
cashire [the major cotton manufacturing areal
possesses as a seat of manufactures, we must
not omit its ready communication with the sea
by means of its well-situated port, Liverpool,
through the medium of which it receives, from
ireland, a large proportion of the food that
supports its population, and whose commesce
brings from distant shores the raw materials of
its manufactures, and again distributes them,
converted into useful and elegant clothing,
amongst all the nations of the earth. Through
the same means a plentiful supply of timber is
obtained, so needful for building purposes.

To the above natural advantages, we must
add, the acquired advantage of a canal commu-
nication, which ramifies itself through all the
populous parts of this country, and connects it
with the inland counties, the seats of other
flourishing manufactures, and the sources
whence iron, lime, salt, stone, and other ar-
ticles in which Lancashire is deficient, are
obtained. By this means Lancashire, being
already possessed of the primary requisites for
manufactures, is enabled, at a very small ex-
pense, to command things of secondary impor-
tance, and to approptiate to its use the natural
advantages of the whole kingdom. The canals,
having been accomplished by individual enter-
prise, not by national funds, were constructed
to supply & wane already existing: they were
not, therefore, original sources of the manufac-
tures, but have extended together with them,
and are to be considered as having essentially
aided and accelerated that prosperity from
whose beginnings they themselves arose. The
recent introduction of railways will have a
great effect in making the operations of trade
more intensely active, and perfecting the divi-
sion of labout, already carried to so high a
point. By the railway and the locomotive en-
gine, the extremities of the Jand will, for every
beneficial purpose, be united.
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In comparing the advantages of England for
manufactures with those of other countries, we
can by no means overlook the excellent com-
mercial position of the country—intermediate
between the north and south of Eutope; and its
insular sirwation, which, combined with the
command of the seas, secures our territory
from invasion or annoyance. The German
ocean, the Baltic, and the Mediterranean are
the regular highways for our ships; and our
western ports command an unobstructed pas-
sage to the Atlantic, and to every guarter of the
world.

A temperate climate, and a hardy race of
men, have also greatly contributed to promote
the manufacturing industry of England.

The political and moral advantages of this
country, as & seat of manufactures, are not less
remarkable than its physical advantages. The
arts are the danghters of peace and liberty, In
no country have these blessings been enjoyed
in so high a degree, or for so long a continu-
ance, as in England. Under cthe reign of just
laws, personal liberty and property have been
secure; mercantile entetprise has been allowed
to reap its reward; capital has accumulated in
safety; the workman has “gone forth to his
work and to his labour until the evening;” and,
thus protected and favoured, the manufactur-
ing prosperity of the country has struck its
roots deep, and spread forch its branches to the
ends of the earth.

England has also gained by the calamities of
other countries, and the intolerance of other
governments. At different periods, the Flemish
and French protestants, expelled from their na-
tive lands, have taken refuge in England, and
have repaid the protection given them by prac-
tising and teaching branches of industry, in

“which the English were then less expert than

their neighbours. The wars which have ac dif-
ferent times desolated the rest of Europe, and
especially those which followed the French
revolution, {when mechanical invention was
producing the most wonderful effects in Eng-
land,) checked the progress of manufacturing
improvement on the continent, and left England
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for many years without a competitor. At the
same time, the Bnglish navy held the sover-
eignty of the ocean, and under its protection
the commerce of this country extended beyond
all former bounds, and established a firm con-
nexion between the manufacturers of Lancashire
and their customers in the most distant fands.

When the natural, political, and adventi-
tious causes, thus enumerated, are viewed to-
gether, it fannnot be [a]} macter of surprise that
England has obtained a preeminence over the
rest of the wotld in manufactures,

A crucial feature of the industrial Revolu-
tion was a new production system—the
making of goods in factories. By bringing all

the operations of manufacturing under one
roof, industrialists made the process of pro-
duction more efficient, Baines describes the
factory system’s advantages- over- former -
methods.

.. . Hitherto the cotton manufacture had been
carried on almost entirely in the houses of the
workmen: the hand or stock cards,! the spin-
ning wheel, and the loom, required no larger
apartment than that of a cottage. A spinning
jenny? of small size might also be used in a cot-
tage, and in many instances was so used: when
the number of spindles was considerably in-
creased, adjacent work-shops were used. But
the water-frame, the carding engine, and the
other machines which [Richard] Arkwright
brought out in a finished state, required both
more space than could be found in a cottage,

Prior to spinning, raw fibers had to be carded with a
brushlike tool that ¢leaned and sepatated them,

2The spinning jenny, which was hand-powered, was the
first machine that spun fiber onto muldiple spindles ar the
same time; that is, it produced more thread or yara in less
time than the single-thread spinning wheel.

and more powet than could be applied by the
human atm. Their weight also rendered it nec-
essary to place them in strongly-buiit mills,
and they could not be advantageously turned
by any power then known but that of water.
The use of machinery was accompanied by a
greater division of labour than existed in the
primitive state of the manufacture; the mate-
rial went through many more processes; and of
course the loss of time and the risk of waste
would have been much increased, if its removal
from house to house at every stage of the man-
ufacture had been necessary. It became obvious
that there were several important advantages
in carrying on the numerous operations of an
extensive manufacture in the same building.
Whete water power was required, it was eco-
nomtical to build one mill, and put up one water-
wheel, rather than several. This arrangement

—also enabled the master spinner himself to su-

perintend every stage of the manufacrure: it
gave him a greater security against the waste-
ful or fraudulent consumption of the material:
it saved time in the transference of the work
from hand to hand: and it prevented the ex-
treme inconvenience which would have re-
sulted from the failure of one class of workmen
to perform their part, when several other classes
of workmen were dependent upon them. An-
other circumstance which made it advanta-
geous to have a large number of machines in
one manufactory was, that mechanics must be
employed on the spot, to construct and repair
the machinery, and that their time could not
be fully occupied with only a few machines,

All these considerations drove the cotton
spinners to that important change in the econ-
omy of English manufactures, the introduc-
tion of the factory system; and when that
system_ had once been adopted, such were its’
pecuniary advantages, that mercantile compe-
tition would have rendered it impossible, even
had it been desirable, to abandon it.
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Sadler Commission

REPORT ON CHILD LABOR

Due to concern about child fabor, in 1832 a parliamentary committee chaired
by Michael Thomas Sadler investigated the sitnation of children employed in
British factories. The following testimony is drawn from the records of the

Sadler Commission.

May 18, 1832

Michael Thomas Sadler, Esquire, in the chair.
Mr. Matthew Crabiree, called in; and Examined.

What age ate you?—Twenty-two.!

What is your occupation?—A blanket man-
ufacturer.

Have you ever been employed in a fac-
tory?——Yes.

At whart age did you first go to work in
one?—Eight.

How long did you continue in that occupa-
tion?—Four yeass.

Will you state the hours of labour at the pe-
riod when you first went to the factory, in ordi-
nary times?—From 6 in the morning to 8 at
night.

Fourteen hours?-—Yes.

With what intervals for refreshment and
rese?—An hour at noon.

Then you had no resting time allowed in
which to take your breakfast, or what is in
Yorkshire cailed your “drinking”?—No.

YWhen trade was brisk what were your
hours?—From 5 in the morning to 9 in the
evening.

1In the original source, each paragraph was numbered;
this reading includes pdragraphs 2481-2519 and
2597-2604.

Sixteen hours?—Yes.

With what intervals at dinner>—An hour.

How far did you live from the mill>—About
two miles.

Was there any time allowed for you to get
your breakfast in the mill?—No.

Did you take it before you left home?—
Generally.

During those long hours of labour could you
be punctual, how did you awake?—I seldom
did-awake spontaneously. I was most generally
awoke or lifted out of bed, sometimes asleep,
by my parents.

Were you always in time?—No.

What was the consequence if you had been
too late?—1I was most commonly beaten.

Severely?—Very severely, I thought.

in whose factory was this?—Messes. Hague
& Cook’s, of Dewsbury.

Will you state the effect that those long
hours had upon the state of your health and
feelings>—! was, when working those long
hours, commoniy very much fatigued at night,
when 1 left my work, so much so that I some-
times should have slept as I walked if I had not
stumbled and started awake again, and so sick
often that I could not eat, and what I did eat |
vomited.

Did this labour destroy your appetite?—It
did,

In what situation were you in that mill?—I
was a piecener [see below].
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Will you state to the Committee whether
piecening is a very laborious employment for
children, or not?—It is a very laborious em-
ployment. Pieceners are continually running to

- and fro, and on their feet the whole day.

The duty of the piecener is to take the card-
ings® from one part of the machinery, and to
place them on another?—Yes,

So that the labour is not only continual, but
it is unabated to the last>—I¢ is unabated to
the last,

Do you not think, from your own experi-
ence, that the speed of the machinery is so cal-
culated as to demand the utmost exertions of a
child, supposing the hours were moderate?—-It
is as much as they could do ar the best; they are
always upon the stretch, and it is commonly
very difficult to keep up with their work.

State the condition of the children towards
the latter part of .the day, who have thus to
keep up with the machinery?—It is as much as
they can do when they are not very much fa-
tigued to keep up with their work, and to-
wards the close of the day, when they come to
be more fatigued, they cannot keep up with it
very well, and the consequence is that they are
beaten to spur them on.

Were you beaten under those circum-
stances?—Yes.

Frequently?—Very frequently.

And principally at the latter end of the
day?—VYes.

And is it your belief that if you had not been
so beaten, you should not have got through the
work?—I should not if I had not been kept up
to it by some means.

Does bearing then principally occur ac the.

latter end of the day, when the children are ex-
ceedingly fatigued?~—It does ar the latter end
of the day, and in the moring sometimes,
when they are very drowsy, and have not got
rid of the fatigue of the day before.

2Cardings were woolen fibers that had been combed in
preparation for spinning and weaving.

What were you beaten with principally?—
A strap,

Any thing else?—Yes, a stick sometimes;
and there is a kind of roller which runs on the
top of the machine called a billy, perhaps two
or three yards in length, and perhaps an inch
and a half, or more, in diameter; the circumfer-
ence would be four or five inches, 1 cannot
speak exactly.

Were you beaten with chat instrumene?—
Yes.

Have you yourself been beaten, and have you
seen other children struck severely with that
roller?—1I have been struck very severely with
it myself, so much so as to knock me down,
and I have seen other children have their heads
broken with it.

You think chat it is a general practice to beat
the children with the roller?—It is.

- -You do -not--think then that you were

worse treated than other children in the
mill?—Nao, I was not, perhaps not so bad as
some were, . . .

Can you speak as to the effect of this labout
in the mills and factories on the morals of the
children, as far as you have observed?-—As far
as I have observed with regard to morals in the
mills, there is every thing about them that is
disgusting to every one conscious of correct
morality.

Do you find that the children, the females
especially, are very early demoralized in
them?—They are.

Is their language indecent?—Very indecent;
and both sexes take grear familiarities with
each other in the mills, without ac all being
ashamed of their conduct.

Do you connect their immorality of lan-
guage and conduct with their excessive
tabour?—it may be somewhat connected with
it, for it is to be observed that most of that goes
on towards night, when chey begin to be
drowsy; it is a kind of stimulus which they use’
to keep them awake; they say some pert thing
or other to keep themselves from drowsiness,
and it generally happens to be some obscene
language.



Have not a considerable number of the fe-
males employed in mills illegitimate children
very early in life?-—1 believe there are; I have
known some of them have illegitimate chil-
dren when they were between 16 and 17 years
of age.

How many grown up females had you in the
mill?>—1I cannot speak to the exact number
that were grown up; perhaps there might be
thirty-four or so that worked in the mill at chat
time. ‘
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How many of those had illegitimate chii-
dren?—A great many of them, eighteen or
nineteen of them, I think.

Did they generally marry the men by whom
they had the children?~—No, it sometimes
happens that young women have children by
married men, and 1 have known an instance,
a few weeks since, where one of the young
women had a child by a married man.

Friedrich Engels

THE CONDITION OF THE WORKING

CLASS IN ENGLAND

Rapid industrializaton produced a drastic change of environment for workers,
who moved from the casual, slow-paced English villages and small towns to
large, congested, and impersonal industrial cities. The familiar social patterns
and cherished vatues by which preindustrial people had oriented themselves
grew weak or disappeared, for these patterns and values clashed with the re-
quirements of the new industrial age. Many people in England, from the highest
to the lowest classes, still felt wedded to the old ways and hated the congested
industrial centers. The miseries of the industrial towns distressed Friedrich
Engels (1820-1895), a well-to-do German intellectual and son of a prosperous
German manufacturer. In the early 1840s, Engels moved to Manchester, a great
English industrial center, where he eventually established himself in business,
1n that decade, he also entered into a lifelong collaboration with Karl Marx, the
founder of modern socialism (see page 181). Engels yearned for the fellowship
and the pleasures of nature that he had experienced in preindustrial Germany.
In the new urban centers, even in cosmopolitan London, he found only alien-
aton and human degradation, which he described in his Condition of the Work-
fng Class in England (1844).

... It is only when {a person] has visited the
slums of this great city that it dawns upon him
that the inhabitants of modern London have
had to sacrifice so much that is best in human
nature in order to create those wonders of ¢ivil-
isation with which their ¢ity teems. The vast
majority of Londoners have had to let so many
of their potential creative faculties lie dormant,
stunted and unused in order that a small,
closely-knit group of their fellow citizens could

develop to the full the qualities with which na-
ture has endowed them. The restless and noisy
activity of the crowded streets is highly dis-
tasteful, and it is surely abhorrent to human
natare itself. Hundreds of thousands of men
and women drawn from all classes and ranks of
society pack the streets of London. Are they not
all human beings with the same innate char-
acteristics and portentialities? Are they not all
equally interested in the pursuit of happiness?
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And do they not all aim at happiness by fol-
lowing similar methods? Yet they rush past
each other as if they had nothing in common.
They are tacitly agreed on one thing only—

" that everyone should keep to the right of the

pavement so as not to collide with the stream
of people moving in the opposite direction. No
one even thinks of sparing a glance for his
neighbour in the streets. The more that Lon-
doners are packed into a tiny space, the more
repulsive and disgraceful becomes the brutal
indifference with which they ignore their neigh-
bours and selfishly concentrate upon their
private affairs, We know well encugh that
this isolation of the individual—this narrow-
minded egotism—is everywhere the fundamen-
tal principle of modern society. But nowhere
is this selfish egotism so blatantly evident as
in the frantic bustle of the great city. The dis-

~integration of society into individuals, each

guided by his private principles and each pur-
suing his own aims, has been pushed to its fur-
thest limits in London., Here indeed human
society has been split into its component aroms.

From this it follows that the social con-
flict—the war of all against all—is fought in
the open. . . . Here men regard their fellows
not as human beings, but as pawns in the
struggle for existence. Everyone exploits his

" neighbour with the result that the stronger

tramples the weaker under foot. The strongest
of all, a ciny group of capitalists, monopolise
everything, while the weakest, who are in the
vast majority, succumb to the most abject
poverty.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

What is true of London, is true also of all the
great rowns, such as Manchester, Birmingham
and Leeds. Everywhere one finds on the one
hand the most barbarous indifference and seif-
ish egotism and on the other the most distress-
ing scenes of misery and poverty. . . .

Every great town has one or more slum areas
into which the working classes are packed,
Sometimes, of course, poverty is to be found
hidden away in alleys close to the stately
homes of the wealthy. Generally, however, the
workers are segregated in separate districts
where they struggle through life as best they
can: out of sight of the more fortunate classes of
society. The slums of the English towns have
much in common—the worst houses in a town
being found in the worst districts. They are
generally unplanned wildernesses of one- or
two-storied terrace houses buile of brick.
Wherever possible these have cellars which are
also used as dwellings. These little houses of
three or four rooms and a kitchen are called
cottages, and throughout England, except for
some parts of London, are where the working
classes normally live. The streets themselves
are usually unpaved and full of holes. They are
filthy and strewn with animal and vegetable
refuse. Since they have neither gutters nor
drains the refuse accumulates in stagnant, stink-
ing puddles, Ventilation in the shums is inade-
quate owing to the hopelessty unplanned nature
of these areas. A great many people live hud-
dled together in a very small area, and so it is
easy to imagine the nature of the air in these
workers’ quarters,

1. According to the testimony given the Sadler Commission, how young were the
children employed in the factories? How many hours and at what times of day did

they work?

2, What do you think were the reasons for the employment of children from the
employers’ point of view? From the parents’ point of view?
3. What measures were employed in the factories to keep children alert at their

tasks?
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2 Prostitution

— i

European countries had traditionally tolerated prostitution, regarding it as an
inevitable moral problem. In the mid-nineteenth century it acquired further
notoriety as a public health threat, contributing to the spread of venereal dis-
ease. Because of the low social status of women, prostitutes, rather than their
customers, were blamed for spreading the disease. As a result, existing regula-
tions and medical examinations were strictly enforced as authorities attempted
to control what they could not abolish.

In French cities, prostitutes were licensed by the police and had to submit to
regular, if superficial, medical examination. In Germany brothels and the pros-
titutes working in them were licensed by the police or city authorities. Solicita-
tion on the streets was illegal in some areas, but wideéspread generally.

England ignored the large numbers of prostitutes in its growing industrial
cities until the increasing danger of venereal disease forced the passage of the
Contagious Diseases Acts in the 1860s. These acts permitted the police to arrest
women on suspicion of prostitution; the burden was on the women to prove

__their_innocence, Enforcement was so_harsh and unjust that a public campaign
succeeded in abolishing the acts late in the century. '

1n the second half of the nineteenth century, following several path-breaking
studies of prostitution, a more sympathetic attitude became apparent. The
plight of prostitutes inspired novelists and social reformers alike. It was recog-
nized that the poverty of lower-class women, rather than loose morals, was the
chief incentive for women to turn to prostitution.

Henry Mayhew
PROSTITUTION IN VICTORIAN LONDON

The destitute poor often turned to crime and prostitution for survival. In Lon-
don Labour and the London Poor, published in 1862, Henry Mayhew (1812-
1887), who had cultivated friendly contacts with London street people, inciud-
ing criminals and prostitutes, reported his findings with compassionate detach-
ment. Practicing sociology with a human face, Mayhew pioneered oral history
in hundreds of case studies. He hoped “to give the rich a more intimate knowl-
edge of the sufferings and frequent heroism under those sufferings, of the
poor—that it may .. . cause those who are in ‘high places’ and those of whom
much is expected, to bestir themselves to improve the condition of a class of
people whose misery, ignorance, and vice, amidst all the immense wealth and
great knowledge of ‘the first city in the world’ is . . . a national disgrace. ...” Be-
low Mayhew records a young London prostitute’s account of her squalid life.
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STATEMENT OF A PROSTITUTE

The narrative which follows—that of a prosti-
tute, sleeping in the low-lodging houses,

" where boys and girls are all huddled promiscu-
ously together, discloses a system of depravity,
atrocity, and enormity, which certainly cannot
be paralleled in any nation, however barbarous,
nor in any age, however “dark.” The facts de-
tailed, it will be seen, are gross enough to
make us all blush for the land in which such
scenes can be daily perpetrated. The circum-
stances, which it is impossible to publish, are
of the most loathsome and revolting nature.

A good-looking gitl of sixteen gave me the
following awful statement:-—

“Lam an orphan. When I was ten I was sent
to service as maid of all-work, in a small
tradesman’s family. It was a hard place, and my

- mistress used me very cruelly, beating me of-
ten. When I had been in place three weeks, my
mother died; my father having died . . . years
before. I stood my mistress’s ili-treatment for
about six months. She beat me with sticks as
well as with her hands. I was black and blue,
and at last I ran away. I got to Mrs. , &
low Iodging-house. I didn’t know before that
there was such a place. I heard of it from some
girls at the Glasshouse (baths and washhouses),
where I went for shelter. I went with them to
have a halfpenny worth of coffee, and they took
me to the lodging-house. I then had three
shillings, and stayed about a month, and did
nothing wrong, living on the three shillings
and what I pawned my clothes for, as I got
some pretty good things away with me. In the

lodging-house I saw nothing but what was

bad, and heard nothing but what was bad. I
was laughed at, and was told to swear. They
said, ‘Look at her fora d modest fool'—
sometimes worse than that, until by degrees I
got to be as bad as they were. During this time
I used to see boys and girls from ten and twelve
years old sleeping together, but understood
nothing wrong. I had never heard of such
places before I ran away. I can neither read nor
write. My mother was a good woman, and ]

wish I'd had her to run away to. I saw things
between almost children that 1 can’t describe
to you—very often I saw them, and that
shocked me. At the month’s end, when I was
beat out, I met with 2 young man of fifteen—I
myself was going on to twelve years old—and
he persuaded me to take up with him, I stayed
with him three months in the same lodging-
house, living with him as his wife, though we
wete mere children, and being true to him, At
the three months’ end he was taken up for
picking pockets, and got six months. I was
sorry, for he was kind to me; though T was
made ill through him; so I broke some win-
dows in St. Paul's-churchyard to get into
prison to get cured. | had a month in the
Compter [debtors’ prison], and came out well.
I was scolded very much in the Compter, on ac-
count of the state I was in, being so young. I

-had 25, 64, [two shillings and sixpence] given

to me when I came out, and was forced to go
into the streets for a living, T continued walk-
ing the streets for three years, sometimes mak-
ing a good deal of money, sometimes none,
feasting one day and starving the next. The
bigger girls could persuade me to do anything
they liked with my money, I was never happy
all the time, but I could get no character and
could not get out of the life. I lodged all this
time at a lodging-house in Kent-street, They
were all thieves and bad girls. I have known
between three and four dozen boys and girls
sleep in one room. The beds were horrid filthy
and full of vermin. There was very wicked car-
tyings on. The boys, if any difference, was the
worst. We lay packed on a full night, a dozen
boys and girls squeedged into one bed, That
was very often the case—some at the foot and
some at the top—boys and girls all mixed. I
can’t go into all the parciculars, but whatever
could take place in words or acts between boys
and girls did take place, and in the midst of the
others. 1 am sorry to say I took part in these
bad ways myself, but I wasn’t so bad as some of
the others. There was only a candle burning all
night, but in summer it was light great part of
the night. Some boys and girls slept without



any clothes, and would dance about the room
that way. I have seen them, and, wicked as I
was, felt ashamed. I have seen two dozen caper-
ing about the room that way; some mere chil-
dren, the boys generally the youngest. . ..
“There were no men or women present. There
were often fights. The deputy never interfered.
This is carried on just the same as ever to this
day, and is the same every night. I have heard
young girls shout out to one another how often
they had been obliged to go to the hospital, or
the infirmary, or the workhouse, There was a
great deal of boasting about whar the boys and
girls had stolen during the day. I have known
boys and girls change their ‘partners,’ just for a
night. At three years’ end I stole a piece of beef
from a butcher. I did it to get into prison. I was
sick of che life I was leading, and didn't know
how to get out of it. 1 had a month for stealing.
When-I-got-out.1 passed two days and a night in
the streets doing nothing wrong, and then went
and threatened to break Messts. win-
dows again. I did thar to get into prison again;
for when I lay quiet of a night in prison I
thought things over, and considered what a
shocking life T was leading, and how my health
might be ruined completely, and I thought I
would stick to prison rather than go back to
such a life. T gor six months for threatening.
When I got out I broke a lamp next morning for
the same purpose, and had a forenight. That was
the last time I was in prison. I have since been
leading the same life as 1 rold you of for the
three years, and lodging at the same houses, and
seeing the same goings on. I hate such a life now
more than ever. I am willing to do any work
that I can in washing and cleaning. I can do a
litele at my needle. T could do hard work, for 1
have good health. 1 used to wash and clean in
prison, and always behaved myself there. At the
house where ] am it is 34 a night; bur ar Mrs,
s it is 14, and 24. a night, and just che
same goings on. Many a girl—nearly all of
them—goes out into the streets from this penny
and twopenny house, to get money for their
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favourite boys by prostitution. If the girl cannot
get money she must steal something, or will be
beaten by her ‘chap’ when she comes home. I
have seen them beaten, often kicked and beaten
until they were blind from bloodshot, and their
teeth knocked out with kicks from boots as the
girl lays on the ground. The boys, in their turn,
are out thieving all day, and the lodging-house
keeper will buy any stolen provisions of them,
and sell them to the lodgers. I never saw the po-
lice in the house. If a boy comes to the house on
a night without money or sawney {stolen cheese
or bacon}, or something to sell to the lodgers, a
handkerchief or something of that kind, he is
not admitted, but rold very plainly, ‘Go thieve
it, then,” Girls are treated just the same, Any
body may call in the daytime at this house and
have a halfpenny worth of coffee and sit any
length of time until evening. I have seen three
dozen sitting there that way, all thieves and bad
girls. There are no chairts, and only one form
[bench] in front of the fire, on which a dozen
can sit. The others sit on the floor all about the
room, as near the fire as they can, Bad language
goes on during the day, as I have told you it did
during the night, and indecencies too, but noth-
ing like so bad as at night. They talk about
where there is good places to go and thieve. The
missioners call sometimes, but they're laughed
at ofren when they're talking, and always before
the doot’s closed on them. If a decent girl goes
there to get a ha'porth of coffee, seeing the
board over the door, she is always shocked.
Many a poor girl has been ruined in this house
since 1 was, and boys have boasted abour it I
never knew boy or girl do good, once get used
there. Ger used there, indeed, and you are life-
ruined. I was an only child, and haven't a friend
in the world, I have heard several girls say how
they would like to get out of the life, and out of
the place. From these I know, I think the cruel
parents and mistresses cause many to be driven
there. One lodging-house keeper, Mrs. —,
goes out dressed respectable, and pawns any
stolen property, or sells it at public-houses.”
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